Volunteers and donors: Making a difference

Carrie’s Story
Community is such a big part of the Quinte Area. There are lots of
organizations that are so focused on the community and that’s what
makes Quinte such a great place, the support and friendships that
you get from these community businesses.
What makes Habitat for Humanity so special to me and so many
others is the true human effect that the organization has on people in
our community and our world. This is not a simple organization where
you donate money and never personally know how the funds are
used. Poverty and lack of affordable housing is a significant problem.
By partnering with Habitat you get to see the difference that you
have made on an entire family’s life.
I have seen firsthand the emotional effect that Habitat for Humanity
has on families and how their lives are changed forever when they
are able to own a home. Owning their own home has everlasting
effects for these families and it would not have been possible without
Habitat for Humanity.
I have a story that encompasses everything that Habitat stands for.
Quinte First had our first ever Easter egg hunt for kids in the
community. Halfway through the event we ran out of eggs. As we left
to get more, I noticed a little girl taking eggs our of her basket and
handing them out to the kids who did not have any.

As I approached this young girl to thank her, I noticed
that both her and her mother looked familiar. It was
then that I realized they were a Habitat family. To
watch this young girl reach into her basket and give
her chocolate eggs to the kids who did not have any
showed me the impact that Habitat has made on the
family - especially the children’s - lives. At her young
age she is already giving back, understands the gift she
has been given and wants to ensure that everyone is
as lucky as she has been.
- Carrie Gregoire, President & CEO Quinte First Credit
Union

“I have seen firsthand the
emotional effect that Habitat
has on families and how their
lives are changed forever.”

“The one thing we all have in
common is that we know our
time spent on the Habitat for
Humanity build will not only
benefit a family, but each and
every one of us at the same
time.”
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Barb’s Story
I became involved with Habitat when fate intervened
and decided to take my life on an unexpected road. I
decided that I needed to find something fulfilling to
keep me busy while I navigated this period of
transition in my life. I started as a part time volunteer
on the job site at Habitat GTA.
I eventually evolved into a volunteer crew leader for
Habitat in Toronto, and from there started to
participate in builds all over the world. From New
Zealand to South Carolina, Montana, Vermont and
now Prince Edward - Hastings, I have met some truly
remarkable people along the way.
Upon purchasing a house in the County with the
intent to move in a few years, I just had to meet the
people at Habitat PEH. After coming out to a Women
Build, I knew that I had to do more. I am now
organizing a Women’s Build in PEH and it will be a
reunion of all the remarkable women I have built with
from all over the world.

We all come from extremely varied backgrounds with
very different levels of construction experience, but the
one thing we all have in common is that we know our
time spent on this Habitat for Humanity build will not
only benefit a family, but each and every one of us at
the same time. The process of giving to others heals you
at the same time. It is in the gratitude we feel as a team
at the end of each day, that our hearts and bodies grow
stronger. That is what keeps each of us coming back
again and again!
Having worked with Habitat all over the world, I can say
first-hand that it is not just the family that gets
something back. Giving back to people through Habitat
heals us - the volunteers - and builds up our confidence.

- Barbra Mason, Proprietor - Jamieson House

Your legacy to Habitat is the future of safe,
affordable homes for local children

Anita’s Story

My children have always had a roof over their head,
clothes on their back, and food in the fridge, but
there hasn’t been much more than that.

Over 1 and 1/2 years ago I was having a
conversation with my client about how
much money I was paying in rent. My
frustrations were about my inability to
save money for a down payment on a
home. She suggested I try Habitat.

I have worked 2 jobs and 6 days a week just to have
that. Now, moving forward, I will continue to work
just as hard but Habitat has given us the opportunity
to have a house of our own with an affordable
mortgage. This will allow me to put a little extra into
my kids.

Fast forward to August 4, 2016. The day
our dream came true. That is a day we
will always remember, the day we found
out we got a house. If everyone knew our
story you would understand how grateful
and blessed we felt. We had gone 7 years
just the 3 of us struggling to get by.

My children have always trusted and believed in me.
I have only ever wanted the best for them, but I
have had so say “no” where in many cases, if I could
have said “yes,” I would have.
This house is for us, and it is time to create long
lasting memories here.

At one point, myself and my children were all
living in a very cramped trailer.
Our Habitat home has given me a new lease
on life. The kids have never had a room to
themselves, and now they have space to read
& study - space that is just theirs. This doesn’t
sound like a luxury - but it is in our lives.
Habitat not only built me a home, they
helped me come up with a budget. I invested
the extra money into my career, and got an
online diploma in pharmaceuticals. I am now
a permanent employee with the same
organization.

Your gift improves lives

Amanda’s Story
I am a single mother of five wonderful children. I
applied for a Habitat home in 2015, and to my
shock and excitement was approved for a home in
Belleville. I could not begin to imagine the
possibilities.
I work full time as a Personal Support Worker, but
any chance I had I was out with the volunteers and
staff helping to build my own home. It was an
amazing experience, learning new skills and
knowing that this was going to be ours.
Being a single mom with 5 children, life hasn’t
always been easy. There were times when I had to
go days leaving them in the care of my parents to
work extra shifts.

In one year Habitat has changed our lives so
much - I no longer worry about the future, I
am excited for it.

Imagine a world where every child has a safe place to

LIVE, STUDY and PLAY

We deeply appreciate your decision to leave a legacy gift to
Habitat for Humanity Prince Edward - Hastings. Your gift will help
more local, deserving families have a place to call home.
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